It is claimed that this is the first interpretative history of American social welfare, which is defined as ". . . those social security, social service, and health programs, activities, and organizations, public and private, the primary purpose of which [is] to promote the well-being of those individuals that society [feels need and deserve] help." As well as supporting and improving the well-being of needy individuals and groups, the modem welfare system also improves community conditions and helps to solve social problems affecting all members of it. This book is not, however, a definitive account, but a brief review of the main American policies and practices from the colonial period to the present, representing the essence of social welfare history and its significance in the American experience.
The present book, Dr. Lind's third on the history of human anatomy, substantiates this slightly modified situation. He has selected for consideration eight pre-Vesalian anatomists: Achillini, Benedetti, Zerbi, Berengario da Carpi, Massa, de Laguna, Dryander, and Canano. There is a general introduction which considers the cultural background of pre-Vesalian anatomy, the earlier and then later pre-Vesalians, and finally pre-Vesalian anatomy in the light of Vesalius. The body of the work comprises in turn a discussion of the life and work of each anatomist selected, followed by a translation of all or part of the individual's most outstanding anatomical treatise; in view of the author's previous book on Berengario da Carpi, instead of a translation there is an analysis of his other famous book, Commentary on Mundinus (1521).
In each instance the biographical sketches contain or refer to all the known material; some however is presented here for the first time. Throughout, annotation is full and at times voluminous, and in the case of the ensuing translations terms from the Nomina anatomica (1956) have been employed. Occasionally a medical description or interpretation could be challenged, and in some instances more explanation could have been given for anatomical structures described.
Dr. Lind's scholarly work is an important contribution to the history of anatomy for it provides us with detailed information concerning a period about which not a lot was previously known. By means of his excellent translations we can assess the state of anatomy immediately prior to Vesalius' classic of 1543, and from the introductions we can learn much more about the pre-Vesalians and, what is equally important, about their non-anatomical writings. All in all this work can be enthusiastically recommended, and there is no doubt that it will remain the authoritative source-book of pre-Vesalian anatomy for years. At a time when reviewers vie with each other in bewailing the ever-escalating prices of books, it is a pleasure to draw attention to how reasonable this one is, especially in view of the quality of the goods being purchased.
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